DECLARATION 
Some Certain Members of the Layity 


CHURCH ENGLAND. 


E who deſire to be real Chriſtiz:n Members of the Church of God in England, tho we highly eſteem of the Diſ- 
cipline, and Worſhip of the Church of Eng/end, and are greatly in loye with Biſhops, and Common Prayer, 


and Holy-days, and Fine Churches, and Organs, and Singing-men, and have been out of Charity with 
all Ro that would not come to our Churches, and be as we are, yet ſeeing it hath pleaſed God to 
give us the grace of Patience, and to ſearch into the Doctrines and ways of our Diſſenters, to know 
their reaſons why they would not joyn 1a unity with us, and have found, that at this time there are 
but three Proteſtant traternities that diſſent from us and their diſſenting is but in a few Particular ſmall 
matters, which the word of God neither Commands nor Forbids; ſo that ſome People that love them 
may uſe them, and they thar love them not may let them alone : (For Conſcience is the ſtomack of the Soul to Gigeſt Doctrine, as 
the ſtomack of the Body is to digelt meats, and as every ſtomack 1s not for all meats, fo every Conlcience is not for all Docrines) 
But the Grounds and Fundamentals of their Religion is the ſame as ours, that is to ſay, the true Chriſtian Religion accordi 
to the Holy Scriptures, and to ſhow, that there are but three difſenting fraternities , as aforeſaid, we have found out theſe 
truths following. 
1. We find now, that the Presbyterians (becauſe they cannot enjoy tythes) are fain to be content with the Contributions 
of their Church Members, and fo they and the independants are become but one fraternity, whereas 1n times paſt 
they have been two fraternities ; the one for Tythes, and the other againſt Tyrhes. 
2. We find the Anabaptiſts, to be the ſame allo in their Divine Service, as the Presbyterian, Independants are, but 
only in this difference, the one Baptize their Infants ; and the other Baptize none, but ſuch People as are at years 
of Diſcretion, and Profeſs Chriſtianity, 
3. We find, that divers and ſeveral of thoſe People called Quakers, are alſo v_y good Chriſtians, and Preach 
true Doctrine according to the Holy Scriptures, and are ſomething purer than the other Sets, for they ſeeing Tythes 
to be a cauſe, that makes many Profane men get into the Office of the Miniſtry , and likewiſe ſeeing Contributions to be 
a cauſe, that makes many Hypocrites allo get into the Office of the Miniſtry : They therefore Preach on free coſt to the 
end, neither the Profane men of the one ſide, nor Hypocrites of the other{ide, may for lucre only of Worldly benefit get into the 
Office of their Miniſtry, and this is done only for Chriſts ſake and the Goſpels,to keep the Miniſtry pure : For their true Miniſters of 
God did always in all ages) Preach Repcntance unto Sinners, more for Heavens ſake than for any Worldly profit ; Yet Gods Prophets 
never wanted relief from Godly People in any age. But Cromwel by his Army Perſecuted the'e poor Peop'e, becaule they [poke a- 
gainſt the pride and covetouſneſs of his Clergy, that he ſet up in his time, and God knows many of the Clergy have as much need 
of rebuke, as many of the Laity many tumes. Moreover we do uw fiud, that ever any Popiſh Article againſt Proteſtants, or any 0- 


ther falſe Doctrine hath been preached among the Quakers, as vulgar people have fallly reported. 


1 berefore we declare. 


That it is our Opinion, that ſuch a Voluntary Miniſtry to' Preach on free-coſt, as aforeſaid, is of excellent uſe, and ex- 
ceeding neceſſary to be allowed of in the Church of Engiara, (not only for Preaching to poor People, (in poor Tabernac'es,) 
who cannot pay any thing ſufficiently to maintain a Miaiſtry, nor get Pewes in their Pariſh Churches ) but alſo it makes 
the Learned Clergy to be the more ſober and ſtudious in their places, and therefore we can think no other but that ſuch 
a free Voluntary Miniſtry are ſent of God, for we remember the Apoſtles were Working-men of ſeveral Trades ( as theſe 
are) yet we do not believe, that God ſent thele to hinder the Clergy of maintenance, but only to ſeaſon them, that they 
and the World may know , that the Holy Ghoſt is always among men in the Congregations of the Righteous , continu. 
ally Working People to repentance by his Babes and Sucklings, and not only by the Learned nor Wile nor Rich , for 
Chriſt did ſay to his Miniſters,ye are the Salr of the Earth,that is meant,to ſeaſon People with Virtue,by good Example of life as well 
as Docrine,as Salt ſeaſons meat with ſalting it:Yet becauſe Satans malice is allo always in the World,it is.our opinion,that part of e- 
very Miniſtry both Voluntary and Mercenary will be corrupted,but our Saviour hath promiſed, that we thall know them by their 


Fruits. 
\ And in regard we now enjoy our own Common Prayer Religion in Peace, we are: willing, that all the honeſt tender 


hearted Chrittians among the other three aforeſaid fraternities, may enjoy the ſame liberty ; tor we judge it to be a Sin to 
take up Arms to force Religion, knowing , that God only ( and not man) is the Defender of the only true Religion that 
came from Heaven, that is, for men to live diligently after Gods Commandments, and according to the Do&rines Pre- 
cepts, and Examples of our Saviour Chriſt and his Holy Apoſtles, expreſſed in the new Teſtament : And we really deſire 
to have the ſame things uſed in our Divine Service, which the Holy Apoſtles both Commanded and Practiſed : And we 
think it is neceſſary there ſhould be an Uniformity of ſuch a true Divine Service, as is moſt pleaſing unto God, which is 
found in Holy Scripture to conſiſt of two Principal things, namely, 1. The reading and expounding of the Precepts of 
Chriſt, and 2ly. The liberty of ſpeaking by the Holy Spirit in decency and order always after Sermon, for if any Perſons 
have in their minds, any new ſong of Praile, or a Pſalm, or a Revelation, or a Prayer, or a Doctrine, or a Reproof to ſpeak 
(in Gods behalf) unto the People,we ſee no reaſon but they ſhould be permitted to ſpeak. 

And we ſhould be glad if all Pluralities might be aboliſhed, and Tabernacles permitted to be Built in the Suburbs of Lon- 
don, where abundance of Churches are wanting, and that there may be no wandring to any Brothel or tippling Houſes on 
the Lords Day, and that all native Proteſtants of England, may have the ſame liberty to meet and Worſhip God according to their 
Conſcience, as the Forreign Proteftants of Eng/axd have, and that all People may be pur into Church Memberſhips : And that all 
Miniſters of every Congregation may take Cognizance of every one of their Members, how they ſpend the Los Day, and that 
all Congregations may always pray for the King, and keep themſelves from Idols. And in regard there is but three {orts of Di- 
vine Service among Proteſtants, namely, 1. Common Prayer, 2. Sermon, and 3. ſpeaking ex tempore by the Holy Spirit, we 
ſhould be content to ſee theſe three things uled in every Pariſh Church, or elſe to have a Tabernacle in every Pariſh ( beſides the 
Church)for the Lay-Prophets to ipeak in,eſpecially in great Pariſhes where People have no room in the Church, for in ſuch great Pa- 
riſhes there is need to be at leaſt two Congregations,that is to ſay,the Pariſh Church for the Orthodox Miniſter and the Rich,and a Ta- 
bernacle for the Lay-Prophets and the Poor,and then it will be very like there will not be too many Lay-Preachers, but rather too 
few,for when they have Jiberty we believe there will not be one in Ten Thouſand,that will then undertake to Preach on free-coſt,and 
all theſe things aforeſaid, we do really believe to be the very Truth ; and this we ſpeak in Charity to all: Deſiring there may ne- 


ver be any more Perſecutions among Chriſtians, Amer. 
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